
Appendix B – Supporting Statement 

 
Provided by the nominator via email 26 July 2021 
 

“The community interest is in the building forming the public house and staff 
accommodation, car parking areas and beer garden. 

If the ownership of verge originally shown and included in the site plan/planning has 
been shown to be belonging to others, then this application does not seek its 
inclusion as a community asset.” 
 

“The Belah Bridge Inn formerly the Black Bull has been a central part of the 
community for generations. I moved to the area in 2003 and I have used it regularly 
as destination for meals with my family.  It supported shoot parties during my time in 
the area, I myself a member of one local shoot used it as a meeting place at the end 
of a shooting day the licensee would host the shooting team, provide food and drink, 
many members would then be joined by their wider families and take evening meals. 
I know from speaking with older residents of the village that it has supported the 
community football team throughout the Waitby cup, a local  inter village annual 
football competition both as sponsor, host and even player at times. This hospitality 
and supports also extended to the once village cricket team. Aside from these 
sporting associations, many of our older and or single residents used it as place to 
meet and stay in touch with the wider community up until its recent closure. I have 
limited personal knowledge so I suspect I am only scrapping the surface in terms of 
the pubs links to the community. 

Most recent community use, would be as described, a place frequented by older and 
often single residents, shoot parties and sporting association. 

In terms of dates I can say that between 2003 and 2011/12 I regularly attended as 
part of shooting parties. Sporting ties waned probably 2015/16. Although the Waitby 
Cup continues the support waned with the subsequent sale and change of 
ownership.” 
 

“As it stands I cannot be 100% certain of ownership, rumours abound and there will 
be truths in them but all I can comment on is my understanding based on the 
information in the public domain, which is: The premises are currently resided in by 
The planning applicants ([redacted]) Son and daughter in law. If the version I present 
is correct, it is said that the applicants [redacted] and the parents of their daughter in 
law, put up the money to purchase the then Black bull Inn prior to the wedding to 
create a place of residence and work for the couple. Needless to say this format 
didn’t work and the pub has remained closed since 2017. There is no information to 
suggest how the ownership has resolved itself other than there is just the single 
applicants in [redacted] on the planning application. 

Ownership is irrelevant for the community group and to this application from our 
perspective, this is not personal, but an attempt to save a community asset. Our 
village demographics have change, the social landscape has changed as a result of 
the pandemic and once lost it will be lost for good.” 


